Field Naturalists’ Glub 
of Ballarat inc June 1998 


From a Californian Redwood, 
Sequoia sempervirens 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie, the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, commencing at 7-30pn. 
Excursions depart frou Creswick Plaza at 9-30 an, unless specified otherwise, 


President: Hrs Claire Dalmanssssssseseves Vice President: Mr Greg Binng..+s.+05 
Secretary: Mrg Pat Murphysessssevsvvevees Treasurer: Mr John Gregurke.ssssvvees 
Bditor: Mr Brian AndrewSscsscevessvevvees Postal Address:P0 Box 328K, Ballarat West, 3350 


DIARY DATES 

Fri 5th June. Meeting. Photographing Raptors and other birds. 
Speaker David Whelan, photographer and naturalist. 
Sun 7th June. Excursion. Wombat Forest - old rail line 
walking track. Leaders Pat and Bill Murphy, club members. 
Mon 8th June. Excursion. Mt Beckworth /correas. leader Helen 
Burgess, club member. 
Fri 19th June. Excursion. Alan Sonsee’s garden, Creswick. 
Leader Chantelle James. 
Tues 23rd June. Committee Meeting. Brian Gavan’s, 

. 7-30pm. 
Fri 3rd July. Meeting. Alaska: A Glacial Legacy. Speaker Mrs 
Carol: Hall, Geographer. 
Sun 5th July. Excursion. Geology and landforms of the 
Werribee and Parwan Valleys. Leader Mrs Carol Hall. 


Tues 14th July. Excursion. Grenville area. Leader Brian 


Andrews, club member. 


NEWS FLASH 


_ They did it_ i 


Aduck living in a lagoon at an English air base was 

; fitted with a RAF life jacket after airmen discovered 
‘that she could not swim because of an oil deficiency in 
her feathers. 


Submitted by Margaret Rotherham 


FIELD REPORTS 

Golden Orb Web Spider, had been present in a large web in 
garden all summer. Laid eggs in greenish - white egg sac and 
then died. Male companion also disappeared. Lyndsay Fink. 
European Wasps continue to be a nuisance. Avis Barlow gave an 
entertaining description of her father attacking a nest, with a 
can of insecticide tied to a pole, sticking out of his car 
window. Several members commented on the lack of other insects 
- presumably eaten by the wasps. 
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2 male lyrebirds, displaying aggressively. Badger Weir, 
Healesville. Carol Hall. 

Golden whistler at Brown Hill. Delphine McDonald. 

An invasion of slaters, causing concern! Helen Burgess. 

Black chinned honey eater, singing honey eater and 3 types of 
lorikeets, Talbot. Ken Hammond. 

Crane flies, swarming all over paddocks, Raster Saturday, after 
heavy overnight rain. Busily mating and all dead the next day! 
Crimsom / eastern rosella X (?), Lal Lal. Plumage like that of 
eastern rosella but chest and belly completely crimsom. Brian 
Andrews. 

Black shouldered kites, several sightings. 8 crested pigeons 
at Wyndholm Park, Mt Rowan. Wallaby still in Fairyland. White 
headed starling, Lake St. 25 Masked lapwings on bed of Winter 
Swamp. 29 Eastern swamp hens on Durham Pt. Alan Morrison. 


MAY MEETING 

Unfortunately Gretna Weste was unable to attend due to a 
broken ankle. Alan Morrison and Bob Curtain came to the 
rescue! Alan showed several of Fred James’ slides featuring 
birds of the East Coast. Bob showed a video of Australian 
woodland birds. After the meeting Bob generously donated the 
video tape to the club, along with one titled Coral Dreaming. 
Thanks Bob! 

The Creswick FNC invited FNCB members to attend their 
meetings. 


FNCB...GUIDELINES FOR CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Visitors and intending members are welcome to attend our 
excursions, but are asked to remember that the club’s aim is to 
protect native flora and fauna, as well as studying them. 
Attention is drawn to the regulations of the Forest Commission 
and other Government Departments prohibiting the picking of 
wildflowers, unless a licence is held (obtainable from the 
Forests Commission). The picking of orchids is completely 
forbidden. 
Children are most welcome to attend as our future lies with our 
younger members. Children are the responsibility of the adults 
who accompany then. 
Those engaged in birdwatching should keep behind the leader. 
If the leader holds up his hand, they should keep quite still 
and silent - then move up quietly when he indicates. 
When travelling in convoy, drivers are asked to keep a safe 
distance between cars and to keep both the car ahead and the 
car behind in sight. Make sure you can recognize them. If the 
car behind stops, you are asked to stop also; this will halt 
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the convoy. The driver may be in difficulties, or have missed 
a turnoff, or may have found something of particular interest. 
A reminder from the past! Submitted by GWB 


MAMMALS OF BALLARAT...No29...THE FERAL CAT 
FERAL CAT Felis catus 
ORDER CARNIVORA, Family Felidae 

Introduced by early Europeans, the domestic cat rapidly 
established feral populations, which now exist in habitats 
ranging from rainforest to desert. Its ability to survive in 
arid areas was facilitated by its ability to survive without 
drinking and by the spread of rabbits. 

It is an adaptive and opportunistic predator, feeding on 
living invertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles,birds and 
mammals up to the size of a Brushtail Possun. It has no 
natural enemies, but small numbers of juveniles may be eaten by 
foxes, dingoes and eagles. 

At night it is the most efficient hunter in the world. 
Adults tend to be solitary. Adult females usually have 2 
litters each year, each of 2 - 7 young (commonly 3 - 5), the 
first in spring and the second late summer to early autumn. 
Gestation lasts 9 weeks, lactation 10 - 12 weeks and siblings 
may remain with the mother 5 - 7 months. Females are sexually 
mature at 10 - 12 months, males 12 - 14. 

There is some evidence that some cats may have been 
brought from Asian countries, probably on fishing vessels. 

We don’t need feral cats,- their damage to our fauna is 
immense, thousands of birds alone go to these predators. Cats 
don’t have to be feral to hunt, many pets are predators on our 
native fauna. 

Their status is abundant. There are no subspecies. They 
are found over the whole of Australia. Elfin. 


LAL LAL & MT DOORAN EXCURSION 

Our first stop was at Lal Lal township, where the city 
folk rendezvoused with southern members. Greg produced a 
geological map of the area, pointing out that kaolin, coal and 
iron ore were all to be found in a small local area - along 
with many interesting landforms! 

We then headed off to Mt Dooran, on the way I spotted my 
first flowering pink heath for the year. Arriving at the mount 
- which used to be used as a fire lookout, we noticed some 
large pine trees had been cut down - but there were numerous 
small pines invading the adjacent bush. Lyndsay made us do our 
good deed for the day - we removed them - before settling down 
for morning tea. 
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Next stop was the 
Geelong rail line. Where 
En we parked the cars there 
SS yp was a pile of rubbish - 
Eo JE Which was not very 
ALE « fi pleasing. However lifting 
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6 IY 6 male up a piece of galvanized 
Vf, Oe iron revealed a round nest 
J jp LE of gum leaves, which was 
thought to belong to an 
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Yi, YA antechinus - but the owner 
S Ean wasn’t home! Moving a 
water bed bladder revealed 
a badge spider and a white 
tailed spider, the latter 
quickly seizing a nearby 
smaller spider. Rubbish 
may have its uses, but I 
would sooner see it go to 
the tip! Walking along the 
rail line we observed manna 
gums, silver Banksias in 
flower and male and female 
black she-oaks, the females 
having their crimsom 
flowers. Kevin found the 
nest of a grey shrike- 
thrush. 
Further along we 
| admired the workmanship in 
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~ Mass, a brick pipe and then the 
Wonderland of charming Blue Bridge - both 
Nature. built in 1862. 


Returning to the cars we observed red-browed firetails 
drinking from a puddle, 

We then headed for the blast furnace picnic area - 
admiring the view of Bungal Dam on the way. After lunch we 
inspected the blast furnace and associated area, Greg and 
Lyndsay giving us much technical and historical information. We 
went to the dam wall viewing area where we observed 4 coots, 1 
little pied and 1 little black cormorant. 

The "stayers" finally made it to an inspection of the 
anchor plants, but with the wind getting colder and colder we 
eventually decided it was time to head for home! 

Thanks for another good day Lyndsay! BDA 
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BARKSTEAD — WOMBAT EXCURSION 

It was foggy in Ballarat and it got thicker and thicker 
as we drove towards Mollongghip, visibility finally down to 20- 
30m - but it takes more than that to deter any good field 
naturalist! 

Arriving at mollongghip, we walked down the track at the 
back of the tennis courts, stopping to look at a group of large 
yellow fungi. If we have a fungi expert in the club, I wish 
they would come on excursions - its quite frustrating not even 
being able to put a name to specimens we come across! Maybe 
some member(s) could take it upon themselves to specialize in 
this area - fungi are a prime attraction at this time of the 
year! 

A short distance from the road "ST\CK \w Wann’ 
we came across the California A 
Redwood, Sequoia sempervirens Hp 
plantation, that was planted in 1922 
and contains about 150 trees. This hm 
species of tree is usually recognized 
as having the world’s tallest living - 
specimens - 120m (400ft), however our 
own mountain ash has come close, oom, lh 


| 
possibly even beating the redwood at Since ACD and Ree 
times. 

I estimated the trees to be 
about 50m high. A certain amount of and DC& DFad 
time was spent discussing methods to h \ RE. 
estimate tree heights. Trigonometry De x A = das 


Are simi Lar tri andes, 


and the shadow method being eC 
mentioned. The best method though is . 

probably the "stick in hand" method, ohne BE ¥ ak. 
shown opposite. According to Bill = 

this is the method used by Leon 

Costermans. 


We drove to Mullen’s Dam. We wandered along some of the 
tracks, observing white naped honey eaters, wiregrass, pink 
coral fungus and several other fungi specimens. We had lunch, 
serenaded by the local frogs. ; 

After lunch we went to the Barkstead saw-dust heap, the 
result of almost 20 years milling last century. The heap was 
surrounded by red fruit saw sedge. Carol pointed out 3 large 
bracket fungi. 

Our final stop was at the "six mile" loading ramp, part 
of the old rail system, running between Barkstead and Dean. 
Indents showing where the sleepers used to be. 

A good day out, thanks Brian! BDA 
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MORE FROM THE PAPERS 


Herald Sun, Friday, May 1, 1998 


Country scan 


Roadside 3° I 


Area 
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Sign of hope: 25 per cent of rare plant species live by the road. 


Road to conservation 


THE car is usually seen as the en- 
vironment’s nemesis, but it is an 
unexpected savior for a quarter of 
Victoria’s endangered plant life. 

The Roadsides Conservation Com- 
mittee, formed eight years ago, esti- 
mates 25 per cent of rare and en- 
dangered plant species live by the side 
of the road. 

And about 45 per cent: of western 
plains native grasslands live adjacent 
to roads. 5 

About 160,000km of the Victorian 
landscape is roads, an area about 11 
times the size of Wilsons Promontory 
national park. © : = 

“After South Africa we have the 
highest number of high conservation 
areas alongside roads,” executive offi- 
cer Andrew Straker said. 

The committee and VicRoads are 
busy placing road signs to indicate 
high value areas to passing motorists. 

Between 1500 and 1800 signs have 


By MATHEW CHARLES 


been placed around the state already, 


making Victoria an international 
leader. : 

He said at a conference in the US 
recently that Americans were con- 
gratulating themselves for- placing 
about 15 signs. 

He said about 50-75 per cent of rural 
councils were involved in roadside 
management, : ; 

“Roadsides are not a forgotten re- 
source, people are actively planning, 
actively using and actively managing 
our roadsides,” he said. 


’ And he said contrary to some early 


expectations the signs have not suf- 
fered at the hands of wayward shoot- 
ers, 

“If vandalism is a part of the process 
then vandalism levels have been very 
small,” he said. 


A good 
follow up 
to 
Chantelle 
James’ 
lecture 
and 
excursion! 


Maybe this 
is what we 
need for 
the 
Grenville 
snow gums! 


Submitted 
by Bob 
Curtain 


MAY POSER. Claire did an excellent job of the cross-stitch 


frog! 
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JUNE POSER - ANOTHER CROSSWORD - BY POPULAR DEMAND 
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ACROSS. 1 Beckworth lollypop 7 cm? 8 2nd lightest gas 9 
belonging to us 10 Morning 12 Shell-less snail 13 Raptor 15 
Part of plant usually in soil 17 Opposite of NW 18 What type of 
animals transmit Lyme disease? 19 Direct Current 21 Rocky peak 
24 Bluestone 26 First Clone 28 Thanks 30 For example 31 Cease 
activity during cold 34 American mum 35 Ruthenium 36 Flinch 38 
What does infection by the bacterium Helicobacter pylori cause? 
39 Bower bird skill? 
DOWN. 1 Oyster product 2 __ factor, found on surface of red 
blood cells 3 Cease activity during heat 4 Promissory note 5 
Winter month 6 Small quantity 7 Ravens calls 11 Hair above lip 
13 The H in pH 14 Classificaction aid 16 Old Testament (abb™) 
20 Australian stork 22 Outside diameter 23 Australian anti- 
creationist, geologist and "Ark Trial" sceptic. 25 Opposite of 
small 27 Fermenting fungus 29 White pointer 32 Half of red 
whiskered bird 33 Titanium 37 Calcium 
------ And what’s in the grey boxes? _____-W_! 
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